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CRICKLADE  AND  IVOOTTON  BASSETT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Manor  House , 
Woottori  Bassett, 
Wilts . 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Pike  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  pleased  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  197'I»  As  usual  it  is 
factual  rather  than  dissertational. 

It  was  a quiet  ^rear  and  nothing  happened  of  special  moment.  Tlis  infant 
mortality  rate,  whic:L  rose  in  1970,  was  halved  while  the  birth  rate  rose.  The 
death  rate  at  all  ages  was  greater  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  this  ma/  be 
regarded  as  but  a svifing  of  the  pendulum,  the  departure  of  some  old  folk  who  had 
survived  the  year. 

No  major  epidemics  occurred,  and  the  slight  increase  in  measles,  some 
is  not  considered  important:  until  a higher  immunization  acceptance  rate  is 
achieved  there  are  bound  to  be  fluctuations  of  this  sort.  So  far  I have  rarely 
experienced  an  acceptance  rate  of  more  than  40^  at  my  clinics.  For  the  rest, 
excepting  infective  hepatitis  the  number  of  notified  cases  has  fallen.  There 
was  only  one  notification  of  dysentery,  and  that  was  a visitor  and  in  my  view 
spurious. 

The  wind  of  change  is  nearing,  and  this  may  well  be  my  penultimate  annual 
report,  certainly  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Community  Medicine  and  Community 
Physicians  (both  of  which  titles  I deprecate  as  having  a "c^irative"  twist)  are 
close  at  hand,  and  although  the  last  day  of  the  year  saw  me  provisionally  elected 
a Member  of  the  newly-forraed  Faculty  of  Community  Medicine,  subsequently  ratified 
at  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Faculty  on  15th  March,  1972,  my  future  under  the 
Area  Health  Authority  which  v/ill  take  over  on  1st  April,  197^  is  still  undetermined. 
At  the  time  of  writing  it  seems  likely  that  District  Councils  will  continue,  and 
for  statutory  and  ethical  reasons  v/ill  have  their  own  Community  Physicians,  albeit 
under  the  Area  Health  Author! t;y , and  if  it  is  my  lot  to  serve  you  as  hitherto  I 
shall  be  only  too  pleased.  As  I said  once  before,  it  is  good  to  have  a known 
face  in  the  community. 

I am  ever  grateful  to  Mr.  Cox,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  his 
colleagues  for  their  indispensable  help  and  advice.  Likewise  my  new  secretary. 

Miss  Pat  Lewis,  who  while  fully  engaged  in  the  work  of  a busy  Department  set  up 
the  framework  of  this  report  in  a remarkably  short  time. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs,  Pike  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


E.  HOPE  LAMB 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20th  June,  1972. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


A.x'qsl  of  District  in  scros  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  9"^ ^ 

Number  of  Parishes  

Estimated  Mid-Iear  Population  (including  Service  personnel)  23,-79 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1971  £732; 032 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate  (estimated  1971-72)  •••  £7,265 


Population:  The  figure  is  based  on  a preliminary  count  of  the  1971 
Census*  According  to  the  General  Registry  Office  the  1970  figure  was  less 
reliable.  It  showed  a slight]^  greater  population,  23,590. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

XjXV0  SXT'*bllS  •••  •««  •••  •••  •••  • 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  "^.000  population^  corrected 


• • • • • • 


460 
21. 8 


•••  •••  •• 


Stillbirths  • . • 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  y.ar  of  age  ... 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 


9 0 0 0 9 


0 0 0 0 0 0 


5 

11 

5 

11 


Perinatal  Deaths  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  of  age)  7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  15 

Neonatal  Deaths  (deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  live 

births)  ...  ^ 

Deaths  from  all  causes  - male  •••  ^115 

female  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 02 

— total  ...  ...  *..  ...  ...  217 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population,  corrected  14.7 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

The  table  belov/  shows  the  n-umber  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  live 
births  in  this  District  together  with  comparable  figures  for  1970. 


1 970 

1971 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

196 

188 

384 

228 

217 

445 

Illegitimate 

9 

15 

24 

7 

8 

15 

Total 

205 

203 

4o8 

235 

225 

460 

2 


Live  Birth  Rate 


In  the  us  -1  v/ay  the  corrected  figure  is  given.  The  comp'rability  factor 
remains  at  1.10,  showing  that  the  population  density  of  women  of  child-bearing 
age  is  still  mu_h  the  same  a-  ‘in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  Our  birth  rate 
has  risen  while  the  national  rate  has  remained  static. 


• 

1970 

1971 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

19.0 

21.8 

England  and  'Wales 

16.0 

16,0 

Stillbirths 

There  were  two  fewer  stillbirths  in  1971  than  in  1970. 


1970 

1971 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

L. 

6 

5 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

md  * 

1 ' 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

; 

3 

...  4. 

7 

3 

2 

5 

Stillbirth  Rate 

The  two  fewer  stillbirths  have  brought  the  local  figure  closer  to  the 
national. 


1970 

1971 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

17 

11 

England  and  V/ales 

" 

13.0 

12 

3 


DEATHS 


Infant  Deaths 


The  follovjing  table  gives  deaths  of  infants  \mder  one  year  of  age . The  number 
has  fallen  by  There  v/ere  eight  deaths  iPHUb  in  1969  and/^970. 


1970 

197i 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

2 

2 

Total 

9 

1 

4 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  fall  in  deaths  has  led  to  the  usual  greater  fall  in  mortality  rate  per 
thousand  live  births,  and  the  rate  now  compares  quite  favourably  with  the  national 
figure,  which  has  remained  constant. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

1970 

1071 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

22 

11 

England  and  Wales 

18 

18 

Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year  by  Age  Groups 


1971 

Under  1 week 

1 week  or  more 
but  less  than 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  or  more 
but  less  than 

12  months 

2 

- 

3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

This  is  the  number  of  stillbirths  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of 
age  per  1,000  total  still  and  live  births.  Our  figure  has  dropped  by  half,  while 
the  national  rate  has  remained  nearly  the  same. 


Ds.rinatal  Death  Rate 

1970 

1971 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

31 

15 

England  and  Wales 

23 

22 

4 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 


Our  deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  has  fallen  over 
fourfold,  while  the  national  figure  is  unchanged. 


Neonatal  Death  Rate 

1970 

1971 

Cri.cklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

17 

if 

England  and  hales 

12 

12 

Deaths  at  All  Ages 


Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

1970 

1971 

Male 

89 

115 

Female 

96 

102 

Total 

185 

217 

Death  Rate 


The  area  comparability  factor  remains  at  I.58,  which  means  we  have  a much 
smaller  proportion  of  old  people  in  our  community,  and  the  crude  death  rate  of 
9»3  per  thousand  has  to  be  increased  to  more  than  half  as  much  again  in  order 
to  match  the  national  rate.  The  latter  has  hardly  changed  from  the  previous 
two  years. 


Death  Rate 

1970 

1971 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

12.3 

14.7 

Engl  -nd  and  'iales 

11.7 

11.6 

Deaths  in  the  District  during  1971  by  Age  and  Sex 


Age  at 
Lg^tSiB 

Under 

4 wks. 

4 wks . and 
under  1 yr. 

1-1 4 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75+ 

1 

Total 

Male 

- 

1 

2 

L 

3 

3 

9 

22 

34 

37 

115 

Female 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

8 

24 

31 

102 

I have  reproduced  these  figures  on  the  next  page  in  the  form  of  a graph. 
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Deaths  in  the  District  during  1971  shown  as  a Graph 
Deaths 


Key 

Male Female 

Once  they  had  passed  the  hazards  of  infancy,  women  continued  to  outlive  men. 


Deaths  Tabulated  by  Cause  a.nd  A^e  Group 

Both  the  classified  causes  of  death  and  the  figures  are  taken  from  the 
Registrar  General’s  Annual  Report,  and  clearly  show  the  causes  of  death  from 
infancy  to  old  age. 


Under  1 year 

M 

F 

Total 

Pneumonia  ... 

• • • 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

♦ • • 

1 

Congenital  anomalies  ...  ...  ... 

# • • 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  ' 

• • • 

1 

All  other  accidents  ...  ‘ . , , ' . , , 

# • • 

1 

- 

1 - years  - ■ - . 

1 

k 

5 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ...  , , , 

• • • 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

« # • 

1 

Congenital  anomalies  

6 

• ♦ • 

1 

2 

1 

3 

13-24  years 


Other  malignant  neoplasms  

Motor  veMcle  accidents  •••  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  ... 


.^5.  - 3^'-  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchiis  ... 

leuKiaemm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Other  diseases  of  respiratoiy  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  ... 


33  - 44  years 


Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  ... 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  . . . 
Cerebrovascular  disease  


43-54  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  ...  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  . 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  ...  . 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Cerebrovascular  disease  ...  ...  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratorgr  system 
Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 


33  - 64  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  • . . 

Hypertensive  disease  ...  ... 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ...  ... 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ... 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


63  - 74  years 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Maligncint  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 
Malignant  ntioplasn.,  prostate  ... 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  ... 

Hypertensive  disease  

Ischaemic  heart  dise.'se’  ...  "... 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . . . 
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65  - 7^  years  (Cont'd) 


Cerebrovascular  disease  • . . • • . 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Influenza  ^ . • • • • • • 

Pneumonia  ....  • . • . • • 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Cirrhosis  of  liver  ••• 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  • • . • • « 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 


• • c 

• • • 
• • • 

5 • • 


73  years  and  over 


Er'a.ritis  and  other  diarrlioeal  diseases 
0-^.ier  infective  and  pareisitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  ■')esophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  r : araacl 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  •*. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  • . . 

Diabetes  mellitus  ...  

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  ... 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Pneumonia  ...  

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  • . . 

Peptic  ulcer  

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Other  diseases,  genito-\irinary  system 
Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  . 


Comments 


Total  of  all  causes 


M 

5 

4 

... 

2 

1 

2 

'1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

34 

24 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- ' 

1 

11 

10 

3 

6 

5 

11 

1 

6 

8 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

37 

51 

115 

102 

58 


88 

217 


Just  as  in  previous  years,  ischaemic  heart  disease,  including  coronary  thrombosis 
and  angina  pectoris,  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  25*8^,  though  the  male 
figure,  25.6?o,  v/as  lower  than  the  male  figure  for  deaths  from  cancer.  More  than  half 
the  male  deaths  from  heart  disease  occurred  in  the  elderly,  as  did  more  than  four 
times  the  female  deaths.  The  latter  comprised  22*6%  of  the  total  female  deaths. 


Deaths  from  cancer  came  a close  second,  24. 0?;;^  overall,  males  28.7%  (greater  than 
the  male  deaths  from  heart  disea.se)  and  fem^iles  '\8.6%.  The  preponderance  of 'male 
losses  from  cancer  was  even  more  marked  in  lung  cancer,  9.6%'  to  1.0^,  nearly  ten  to 
one.  Other  forms  of  cancer  common  to  both  sexes  were  more  evenly  distributed. 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  gave  almost  the  same  figures  as  in  the  year  before,  and 
once  again  cerebrovascular  disease  and  pneumonia  figured  mainly  as  terminal  conditions 
in  old  age. 

For  the  third  year  running,  motor  vehicle  accidents  occurred  only  in  the  age 
group  15  to  24  years.  This  time  the  number  was  halved,  there  being  only  two,  while 
"all  other  accidents"  fell  from  five  to  two.  There  were  three  suicides,  two  young, 
one  elderly.  Both  motor  vehicle  accidents  involved  two-wheeled  vehicles. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  nearly  one-third  of  the  men  and  exactly  half  of  the  women 
survived  to  the  age  of  73  or  over. 


rlOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  following  tables  show  all  statutory  notifications  by  age  groups  and 
quarters  of  the  years  and  the  distribution  by  parishes. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups  and  Quarters  of  the  Year 
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Geographical  Distribution  of  Notif”Vnatious 


The  follov/;i  ag  table  shov;s  the  distribution  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  in  1971  according  to  parishes. 


f Diseases 

Asht  an  Keynes  ! 

o 

IT-* 

r'a 

a 

PQ 
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o 

EH 
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o 

fi 
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p 

tH 
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Cricklade 

Latton 

m0 

tib 

•H 

Lydi vrd  Millicent 

Lydi  ird  Tregoze 

B 

(1) 

a 

Marsfcon  Meysey 

Purton 

G 

C" 

a 

0 

X 

o 

o 

Eh 

Wootton  Bassett 

Total  1 

I 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

12 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

14 

- 

1 

20 

Measles 

10 

1 

- 

- 

6 

3 

1 

22 

4 

12 

1 

45 

1 

3 ' 

109 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

2 

- : 

1 

- 

1 

‘‘ 

General 


#Vhen  the  postal  strike  seemed  imminent  I wrote  to  the  doctors  in  the  Rural 
District  asking  them  to  inform  me  by  telephone  or  otherwise  of  any  notifiable 
diseases.  The  response  was  quite  good,  and  I received  or  collected  notifications 
by  hand. 

Measles 


The  year  started  with  an  outbreak  of  measles  at  Purton.  It  went  on  into 
the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  then  abruptly  died  out.  Outbreaks  of  measles 
also  occurred  in  other  parishes,  the  next  biggest  numbers  being  at  Lydiard 
Millicent,  Lyneham,  Ashton  Keynes  and  Cricklade.  The  total  numbers  were,  however, 
quite  small  compared  with  those  in  earlier  years,  and  there  seems  no  doubt  that 
the  measles  imm\mization  camp'lgn  played  a part  in  reducing  the  incidence. 

Food  Poisoning 

Most  of  the  notifications  were  of  suspected  cases  and  came  from  one  doctor. 
Three  cases  occurred  at  Ridgov/ay  House  in  Wootton  Bassett,  two  being  aged  inmates 
and  one  a member  of  the  staff.  In  the  course  of  investigation  the  last-mentioned, 
a food  handler,  produced  a salmonella  while  being  cleared,  and  did  so  again 
follov/ing  a further  course  of  treatment.  She  had  to  be  kept  off  work  until 
after  several  weekly  tests  she  finally  became  negative.  This  was  the  only  case 
whose  diagnosis  v/as  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
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Infective  Jaundice  (or  Hepatitis) 


An  out  .reak  of  infective  jaundice  at  Purton  which  had  started  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1970  continued  into  1971»  Indeedi  owing  to  the  postal  strike  some  of 
the  notifications  received  and  registered  in  January  related  to  the  previous 
period.  The  outbreak  tailed  off  during  the  first  quarter*  Few  cases  occurred 
elsev/here* 

Dysentery 

The  only  notified  case  of  dysentery  was  a woman  from  Highworth  who  was 
staying  with  relatives  in  Ashton  Keynes.  I found  that  she  had  been  under  treat- 
ment for  a different  condition  and  had  not  actually  been  seen  by  the  doctor  at 
the  time  of  onset  of  her  symptoms,  which  he  evidently  thought  were  similar  to 
those  of  cases  in  his  ovm  area  (not  in  this  Rural  District).  All  tests  on  the 
patient  and  contacts  proved  negative.  I duly  informed  the  M.O.H.  of  Highworth 
R.D.C.,  expressing  the  vieiv  that  it  was  not  (fysentery 

Whooping  Cough 

The  low  incidence  of  tiiis  former  infant  scourge  may  well  be  due  to  the 
effectiveness  of  immunization  routine. 

Tuberculosis 

Not  a single. case  of  this  once  killing  disease  was  notified  during  the  year, 
though  at  the  time  of  writing  I have  received  one  notification  for  1972  which  is 
enough  to  shov/  that  the  disease  has  not  been  entirely  eradicated. 

The  folloiving  preventive  and  diagnostic  measures  continued: 

(a)  B«C«G.  Vaccination 

Subject  to  parental  consent,  school  children  aged  13  years  or  in  their 
13th  year  were  given  the  tuberculin  (Heaf)  skin  test,  and  if  found  negative  were 
offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis. 

At  Braden  Forest  School  55  pupils  were  tested,  of  whom  39  proved  negative 
and  all  but  one,  who  was  having  allergy  tests  at  the  time,  were  given  B.C.G. 

Of  16  positive  reactors  nine  had  neither  a family  history  of  the  disease  nor  of 
previous  B.C.G.  vaccination,  giving  positive  rates  of  29.1^  and  16.4^  respectively. 
This  interesting  increase  in  the  positive  rates  I cannot  reconcile  with  the 
absence  of  notifications  and  I intend  to  watch  it,  (The  1970  rates  were  20, QP/ 
and  14.3%), 

To  complete  the  story  I must  make  premature  report  of  the  findings  at 
V/ootton  Bassett  Secondary  School  in  January  of  this  year,  when  I foimd  an  even 
greater  positive  rate,  all  cases  47.2%  and  those  with  no  history  37<»3^»  (197O: 

18,5?^  and  13.0%). 

Similar  raised  positive  rates  came  to  light  at  another  school  outside  the 
District,  and  I understand  that  increased  positive  rates  have  been  found  by  other 
school  medical  officers  in  the  area.  All  I can  suggest  is  that  the  children  had 
been  exposed  to  an  unknovm  but  possibly  increased  number  of  subclinical  or 
unsuspected  cases  of  tuberculosis.  The  disease  has  certainly  not  been  totally 
eradicated. 
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(b)  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Service 

I am  indebted  to  Dr#  K.  T.  James,  Medical  Director  of  the  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray 
Service,  Reading,  for  the  following  figures  relating  to  visits  of  the  Mobile  Unit 


to  Vifootton  Bassett  during  1971» 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  of  patients  referred 
by  general  practitioners 

133 

133 

266 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

5 

3 

8 

Diagnosis  of  Cases  referred: 

Old  tuberculosis  lesions 

1 

- 

1 

Carcinoma 

1 

1 

2 

Sarcoidosis 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumothorax 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchiectasis 

1 

- 

1 

Miscellaneous 

1 

- 

1 

DISEASES  NOT  NOTIFIABLE 

I received  from  various  head  teachers  notice  of  nine  cases  of  German 
measles,  ^3  cases  of  chickenpox  - of  whom  33  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  - and  three  cases  of  mumps.  Not  all  schools  tell  me  of  their  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  and  some  of  the  information  may  not  be  based  on 
medical  certificates,  so  tlic  figures  are  only  an  indication  of  the  trend 

of  these  diseases. 

During  the  summer  a doctor  in  Cirencester  informed  me  that  the  wife  of 
a herdsman  in  this  District  had  contracted  brucellosis.  Mr.  Cox  investigated 
the  herds  while  I v;rote  to  the  farm  manager  advising  him  on  the  danger  of 
consuming  unpasteurized  milk  until  the  herds  were  brucella-free.  There  is 
always  trouble  Vifith  farm  people  drinking  cheap,  raw  milk  and  thereby  risking 
getting  this  protracted  and  painful  disease,  which  has  never  been  regarded  as 

worth  making  notifiable  and  against  which  immunization  of  cattle  makes  slov/ 

progress. 

Talking  of  cattle,  two  separate  instances  of  anthrax  were  reported  to  me 

during  the  year*  'iifhile  action  is  taken  by  the  veterinary  officers  and  the 

police,  we  are  always  ready  to  assist  towards  the  prevention  of  human  infection. 


Il^UNIZATIONS 

As  always,  I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
immunization  figures  rel.iting  to  our  District. 
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Diphtheria t Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Poliomyelitis 


Children  born  in  years 

1962 

1956 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

- 66 

- 61 

Primary  Imms. 

Diph. 

187 

181 

10 

2 

1 

12 

3 

completed 

'//h«  Cough 

187 

178 

9 

2 

5 

1 

during 

Tetanus 

187 

181 

10 

2 

3 

15 

13 

1971 

Measles 

- 

216 

48 

22 

12 

16 

1 

Polio. 

187 

182 

10 

3 

- 

18 

- 

Reinforcing 

Diph. 

88 

149 

11 

93 

264 

3 

imms  • 

Viih.  Cough 

- 

58 

92 

6 

5 

13 

1 

given  in 

Tetanus 

- 

88 

149 

11 

95 

273 

46 

1971 

Polio. 

- 

88 

149 

10 

96 

99 

4 

Smallpox 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
carried  out  in  this  area  in  1971  according  to  ages. 


Age  Group 

Months 

Years 

0-3  3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

- 

- 

- 

36 

72 

28 

Re-vaccinations 

“ 

- 

i 

! _ 

! 

! 

4 

38 

N.B.  Smallpox  vaccination  was  discontinued  as  a routine  measure  in  early 


childliood  from  September  1 971 . 

Primary  Diphtheria  Immimization  State 

of  Babies 

1969 

Babies 

1969 

Babies 
immunized 
to  31.12.70 

% 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  R.D.O. 

426 

331 

77.7 

1970 

Live  Births 

1970 

Babies 
immunized 
to  31.12.71 

% 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  R.D.C. 

408 

327 

80.1 

The  Coimty  figure,  including  Swindon  Borough,  is  82.1^ 

Most  of  these  children  \70uld  at  the  same  time  have  received  immunization 
against  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis. 


13 


.3QCI0.MEDICAL  PROBLEMS 


Only  one  such  problem  came  before  me  in  Now  that  the  new 

Social  Services  Department  has  come  into  being  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
such  matters  will  devolve  on  them,  the  medical  officer  offering  personal  and 
environmental  health  advice  as  necessary. 

An  Old  Woman  and  her  Children 

During  April  I received  a letter  from  a County  Council  Chiropodist  about 
a family  living  in  a village  council  house.  Briefly,  he  declared  that  the 
house  was  dirty  and  felt  that  there  was  room  for  improvement. 

I visited  the  house  with  a public  health  inspector.  The  tenant  was  a 
76-years-old  widow  v;ho  looked  after  a son  and  daughter,  both  over  50 » who 
were  mentally  subnomal,  the  daughter  being  also  phys:"’cally  handicapped. 

The  old  lady  had  been  a tenant  for  nearly  40  years  and  it  was  clear  that 
she  was  doing  her  best  to  non  the  house  in  very  difficult  circumstances.  It 
was  equally  clear  that  short  of  separating  the  family  the  kindest  thing  we 
could  do  was  not  disturb  them  too  much.  Separation  is  a drastic  measure  and 
should  be  considered  only  as  a last  resort  - just  like  action  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  In  view  of  the  lady's  age,  however,  I made 
sure  that  the  Welfare  Department  knew  of  the  family  and  were  prepared  to  act 
when  the  old  lady  could  no  longer  look  after  her  dependants. 

In  the  event  this  poor  lady  died  not  long  afterwards,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  tenancy  could  be  transferred  to  the  daughter,  who  continued  to  look 
after  the  much  more  mentally  subnormal  brother.  So  far  she  is  making  quite  a 
good  job  of  it. 

Family  Planning  Clinic 

Since  last  summer  the  Council  has  been  trying  to  h^ve  a family  planning 
clinic  established  within  the  Rural  District,  in  order  to  spare  women  the  trouble 
and  difficulty  of  attending  the  clinics  in  Swindon  and  Caine,  To  date  our 
representations  have  met  y;fith  no  success. 

The  population  of  the  District  is  increasing  and  is  going  to  go  on 
increasing.  I feel  that  at  least  one  family  planning  clinic  must  come  to  us. 


OUTLINE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Wiltshire  County  Council 

As  Local  Health  Authority  and  Local  Education  Authority  the  County 
Council  provides  the  following  services: 

(a)  As  a Health  Authority 

Ambulances 

Care  and  Aftercare 

Cervical  Cytologj" 

Chiropody 
Domestic  Help 
Health  Visiting 
Home  Midwifery 
Home  Nursing 
Immvinization 

Infant  Welfare  and  Care  of  Mothers 
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(fe)  As  an  Education  Authority 

Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils 
Audiometry 

Consultants’  Services 
Medi'^al  Inspection  of  Pupils 
Remedial  Instruction 
School  Dental  Service 
Speech  Therapy 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Principal-  School  Medical 
Officer,  which  integrates  the  two  services. 

The  County  Council  also  provides  facilities  for  Family  Planning  Clinics 
and  deals  with  the  health  educational  side  of  Venereal  Diseases,  together  with 
tracing  of  contacts  and  follow-up  of  defaulters. 

Wiltshire  Executive  Council 

The  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  the  services  of: 

Dentists 

General  Practitioners 

Oculists 

Opticians 

Regional  Hospital  Boards 

The  hospitals  serving  residents  in  this  area  are  under  the  Oxford  or  the 
South  V/estern  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  general  hospitals  at: 

Chippenham 

Cirencester 

Malmesbury 

Savemake  (Marlborough) 

Swindon 

Special  cases  can  be  referred  to  Bristol  or  Oxford. 

Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Service 

The  Service  is  based  at  10  Gun  Street,  Reading.  The  Mobile  X-Ray  Unit  comes 
to  Wootton  Bassett  and  operates  at  the  Secondary  School  on  Mondays  at  12  noon.  It 
is  essentially  a diagnostic  service,  and  cases  are  referred  by  their  own  doctors. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Princess  Margaret  Hospital  in  Swindon  carries 
out  by  special  arrangement  all  routine  tests  for  the  Public  Health  Dep“>rtment  in 
this  District.  The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  Bath,  Bristol, 
Oxford  and  London  are  also  available. 

Hospital  Maternity  Cases 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to: 

Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Swindon 

Princess  Alexandra's  Royal  Air  Force  Hospital,  Wroughton 
Cirencester  Maternity  Hospital 
Malmesbury  Hospital 

Greenways  Maternity  Hospital,  Chippenham 
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Premature  Baby. Uni to 

Units  are  located  at: 

Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Swindon 

Princess  Alexandra's  Royal  Air  Hospital,  Wroughton 

Mental  Cases 

Cases  of  mental  disorder  are  admitted  to: 

Roundway  Hospital,  Devizes 
The  Seymour  Clinic,  Swindon 

Smallpox  Cases 

Cases  would  be  adrdtced  to  the  following  special  hospitals: 

Ham  Groeu  Hospitril,  near  Bristol 
Weyhill  Hospit.?.!,  .nidover 

Venereal  Diseases 

These  are  treated  in: 

The  Special  Clinic,  Swindon 
Salisbury  General  Infirmary 
Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath 
St.  Martin's  Hospital,  Bath 

Medical  Loan  Depots 

Address  of  Depot  Officer  in  Charge 


Cricklade 


26  Calcutt  Street 


Miss  M,  Ashley, 

26  Calcutt  Street 
Cricklade 


Purton 


70  Reids  Piece 


Mrs.  Legg, 

70  Reids  Piece 
Purton 


Wootton  Bassett 


23  Coxstalls 


Miss  Parsons 
13  Victory  Row, 
Wootton  Bassett* 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 


HOUSING  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  I971 


July,  1972. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Pike  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out 
in  my  section  of  the  Public  Health  & Housing  Department. 

As  I write  I am  in  my  thirty  sixth  year  of  service  as  an  inspector  on  this 
district  and  during  the  whole  period  the  work  of  the  department  has  included  the 
lettings  and  welfare  work  of  housing  in  the  public  sector.  It  has  been  felt 
that  the  contact  and  knowledge  that  the  public  health  department  has  with  housing 
in  the  private  sector  helps  a great  deal  with  the  task  of  guiding  the  local 
authority  on  the  categories  of  need  both  in  individual  cases  and  in  advising  on 
the  size  and  type  of  new  programmes  required.  As  local  government  reorganisation 
creates  larger  districts  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  long  tried  skills  and 
experience  will  not  be  wasted  for  there  is  work  for  all  disciplines  in  district 
council  work  on  housing,  one  of  the  major  tasks  for  any  local  authority. 

With  housing  work  in  the  private  sector  we  are  beginning  to  see  the  end 
in  sight  of  individual  unfit  houses.  This  is  being  aided  in  at  least  two  ways. 

During  the  year  a further  23  closing  orders  were  served,  nineteen  undertakings 
to  modernise  closing  order  houses  were  accepted  and  sixteen  such  schemes  were 
completed  whilst  ten  properties  beyond  recall  were  demolished.  Added  to  this 
work  is  the  never  ceasing  search  by  persons  seeking  older  properties  to  convert 
and  raoderrd.se  with  grant  aid  and  in  spite  of  the  high  prices  paid  very  few  of  these 
modernisations  are  for  second  homes  but  are  for  permanent  family  occupation.  The 
Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  lively  use  of  both  standard  and 
discretionary  grant  procedure,  grant  work  totalling  £53»899  for  the  year. 

I must  say  a word  of  appreciation  for  the  work  of  the  refuse  collection 
team,  who  still  under  the  incentive  bonus  scheme  mop  up  the  additional  properties 
added  to  their  routes  without  addition  to  staff,  and  for  the  good  standard  they 
maintain  on  the  controlled  refuse  tips  in  spite  of  difficult  sites.  The  reclaimed 
land  returning  to  agricultural  use  will  be  missed  in  the  future  if  incineration 
replaces  controlled  tipping.  Pollution  has  not  been  evident  from  the  tips  in  this 
area  and  provided  sufficient  money  is  allocated  it  can  be  prevented  on  all  but  the 
very  difficult  subsoils.  In  any  event  tips  for  many  other  types  of  spoil  not  capable 
of  incineration  will  be  required  and  I feel  that  these  should  be  in  the  main  operated 
and  controlled  by  local  authorities  if  the  dangerous  pollution  from  'fly’  tipping  is 
to  be  prevented  in  the  future  and  finally  the  debris  from  incineration  must  be  given 
a 'home*. 

My  thanks  are  accorded  to  Mr.  E.  W.  Hampshire,  the  Swindon  Water  Engineer  for 
the  contribution  on  water  supplies  and  especially  for  his  successful  efforts  with 
regard  to  the  Broad  Town  and  Clyffe  Pypard  extensions.  I must  again  say  that  we 
have  appreciated  the  help  given  to  us  in  a number  of  ways  by  officers  from  County 
Hall  especially  our  professional  colleague  and  friend  Mr.  P.  M,  Ennis,  the  County 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  conclusion  ray  grateful  thanks  to  Dr.  E.  Hope  Lamb,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  way  he  supports  and  encourages  the  team.  The  team  by  name  Mr.  A,  G. 
Garnett,  Mr,  N,  J,  Durnford,  Mr.  J,  E,  Theobald,  Mr,  L,  W,  Rudram,  Mr,  F,  D,  Stroud 
and  our  three  ladies,  Mrs.  S,  Scarrott  (now  retired  to  domestic  duties),  Mrs.  P. 
Bullock  and  Miss  P.  J.  Lewis  have  all  played  their  part  to  produce  a willing  happy 
unit  and  I thank  them  for  their  loyalty  of  spirit  in  and  out  of  work.  They  join 
with  me  in  thanking  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  cheerful  co-operation 
and  the  Councillors  for  their  consideration  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mrs,  Pike  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  COX 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
8e  Housing  Officer, 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  (Including  flats) 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  •••  •••  •• 

(c)  By  conversion  of  Houses  into  flats  •• 

(d)  By  the  Air  Ministry  for  Married  Quarters 


• • « • • • 

• • • • # • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 


30 

198 

0 

0 


Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 


(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  •••  23 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the  Housing  Acts 393 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  •••  •••  27 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 

habitation 25^ 


Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  inforaial  action 

under  Public  Health  Acts  15 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conseq^uence  of  informal  action 

under  Housing  Acts  15^ 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 
A.  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  dwellings  where  formal  notices  were  served  ••• 
Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  result  of  formal  notices  ••• 

(a)  By  owners  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners ••• 


2 

2 

2 

0 


B.  Housing  Act  1957 


Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were  served  re^  ■ i.ring  defects  to  be 


remedied  •••  •••  •••  Nil 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  as  result  of  formal  notices  • • • Nil 

(a)  by  owners  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  •••  •••  Nil 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  •••  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  10 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  •••  •••  19 

Number  of  Undertakings  completed  ...  •••  •••  •••  '^6 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  •••  23 

Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  the  result  of  Closing  Orders  •••  I6 


Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  1971 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  brought  forward  from  1970 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  the  year 
Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  on  December  31st  1971 


• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


2 

2 

2 

2 


House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959 > 


Greints  were  made  under  the  above  Act  in  79  cases,  13  stamdard  and  66 
discretionary,  a decrease  of  6 standard  and  an  increase  of  45  discretionary 
grants# 


The  value  of  the  grants  were  - Standard  £3,308,  Discretionary  £50,591 *50 
a total  of  £53j899*50«  and  an  increase  from  last  year  of  £36,396 .85  • The  average 
grants  per  house  were  - Standard  £254.04  and  Discretionary  £766.54. 

The  above  figures  relate  to  schemes  completed  during  the  year. 

Set  out  overleaf  are  particulars  of  applications  received  during  the  year. 
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1 • standard  Grants 


Number  of  applications  (a)  Owner/Occupied  10  - Approved  '0  - Refused 

(b)  Tenanted  Houses  2 - Approved  0 - Refused 

Amenities  provided  during  the  year: 


(a)  Fixed  Bath/Shower  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • # 

7 

(b)  Wash  Hand  Basin  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

• # • 

10 

C ^ ^ 3xT^:C  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

(d)  Hot  & Cold  Water  to  Bath/Shower 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

(e)  Hot  8c  Cold  Water  to  Wash  Hand  Basin 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

(f)  Hot  8c  Cold  Water  to  Sink  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

(g}W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

(h)  Water  Supply  

• • • 

• • # 

• • # 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

(i)  Septic  Tank  or  Cesspool  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

4 

C 3 ^ vii  •••  •••  ••• 

• • # 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary) 

Number  of  Applications  approved 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

113 

Number  of  Applications  refused 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

Of  the  improvement  grant  schemes  proposed  during  the  year,  59  were 
owner/occupied  and  5^  tenanted.  It  is  again  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number 
of  applications  has  risen  and  the  big  increase  in  tenanted  properties  dealt 
with  is  most  satisfactory. 


Rent  Act  1937 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  year. 
The  last  application  was  made  in  June  i960. 


Housing  Act  1969  - Qualification  Certificates 

Four  applications  were  made  during  the  year  for  qualification  certificates, 
three  were  granted  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  these  qualified  and  one  was  refused 
on  a property  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit. 


Housing  Applications 

It  will  be  noted  that  housing  applicants  on  the  main  housing  list  at 
31st  December  fell  to  l44,  but  applicants  on  the  preliminary  housing  lists 
rose  to  89  leaving  an  overall  total  of  233  as  against  237  for  1970.  On  the 
main  bungalow  list  the  total  remained  at  I08  but  applicants  on  the  preliminary 
list  rose  to  ^9  giving  a total  of  bungalow  applicants  of  157  as  against  146 
for  1970.  The  list  of  engaged  couples  doubled  itself  to  a total  of  22. 

Even  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  began  considering  the  question 
of  removing  the  preliminary  list  rule  for  a number  of  parishes  where  this  rule 
applied. 

Niunber  of  check  visits  ...  723 
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Main  Housing  Lists 


Parish 

No.  of  Applicants 
on  31.12.71. 

Total  No,  of 
Applicants 

Increase 

(+) 

Decrease 

(-) 

who  are 
house- 
holders 

who  are 
in 

rooms 

On 

Dec, 

31/71 

On 

Dec. 

31/70 

Ashton  Keynes 

3 

2 

7 

9 

- 2 

Braydon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Broad  Town 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Clyffe  Pypard 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Cricklade 

22 

4 

26 

31 

- 5 

Latton 

- 

2 

2 

1 

+ 1 

Leigh 

2 

1 

3 

4 

- 1 

Lydiard  Millie ent 

6 

1 

7 

9 

- 2 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

3 

- 

3 

6 

- 3 

Lyneham 

19 

1 

20 

19 

+ 1 

Marston  Meysey 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Purton 

11 

5 

16 

19 

- 3 

Tockenham 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

48 

7 

55 

69 

- 14 

121 

23 

144 

172 

- 28 

Sizes  of  Families  of  Applicants 


Man,  Wife  and 


No 

1 

Z 

3 

4 

5 

Over  3 

Children 

Child 

Children 

Children 

Children 

Children 

Children 

37 

40 

31 

10 

14 

5 

7 

Percentage  of  the  Total 

25.59 

j 35.73 

21.53 

6.94 

9.72 

3.47 

4.86 

Applications  from  Engaged  Couples 


Ashton  Keynes 
Cricklade 
Latton 
Purton 

Wootton  Bassett 


Dec,  Dec. 

1971  1970 


1 

5 

k 

k 

8 


1 

3 

1 

3 

3 
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Applications  for  Aged  Persons'  Dwellings  - 31 •12.71 • 

Main  list 


Parish 

Married 

Couples 

Single  Persons 
Widows  and 
Widowers 

Applicants  in 

Ac  c ommodat ion 
other  than 
Council  Houses 
or  in  rooms 

; 

Applicants 
who  are 
Council  House 
tenants 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

4 

2 

4 

2 

6 

Broad  Town 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Cricklade 

9 

4 

11 

2 

13 

Latton 

1 

5 

5 

1 

6 

Lydiard  Millicent 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

3 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Lyneham 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Marston  Meysey 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Purton 

11 

15 

19 

7 

26 

Wootton  Bassett 

26 

18 

35 

8 

^3 

60 

48 

83 

25 

108 

Housing  Applications  - Two  Year  Preliminary  List  - 31 .12.71 • 


Parish 

No.  of 
Applicants 

Total 
No.  of 
appli- 
cants 

0 

MO 

No. 

of  applicants  who 
have  children 

House 

Rooms 

None 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5+ 

Cricklade 

13 

6 

19 

8 

3 

2 

3 

1 

- 

2 

Lyneham 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Purton 

7 

4 

11 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Wootton  Bassett 

48 

5 

53 

15 

20 

9 

3 

6 

•• 

72 

17 

89 

31 

26 

15 

7 

8 

- 

2 

Applications  for  Aged  Persons'  Dwellings  — Two  Year  Preliminary  List  - 31 •12*71 • 


Parish 

Married 

Couples 

Single  Persons 
Widows  and 
Widowers 

Applicants  in 
Accommodation 
other  than 
Council  Houses 
or  in  rooms 

Applicants 
who  are 
Council  House 
Tenants 

Total 

Cricklade 

7 

6 

10 

3 

13 

Lyneham 

1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

jk  i. 

Purton 

5 

9 

12 

2 

14 

Wootton  Bassett 

8 

11 

13 

6 

19 

21 

28 

38 

11 

49 

21 


Provision  of  New  Houses 


The  number  of  new  houses  completed  dropped  to  228  the  only  substantial 
growth  again  being  found  in  the  parishes  of  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett, 


Houses  erected  during  the  year 


Parish 

Council  Houses, 
Flats 
and  aged 
Persons ' 
Dwellings 

Private 

Houses 

and 

Flats 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

- 

6 

6 

Braydon 

- 

- 

- 

Broad  Town 

- 

- 

- 

Clyffe  Pypard 

- 

- 

- 

Cricklade 

- 

86 

86 

Latton 

- 

- 

Leigh 

- 

- 

- 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

7 

7 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

- 

- 

- 

Lyneham 

- 

- 

- 

Marston  Meysey 

- 

- 

— 

Purton 

- 

6 

6 

Tockenhara 

- 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

30 

93 

123 

30 

198 

228 

No  Air  Minis'fa'y  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  at  Lyneham, 


Number  of  Houses 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district  on  the  31st 
December,  1971 • 10  Houses  have  been  demolished  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
private  and  council  houses  in  each  parish  is  set  out. 


Parislf 

No,  of 
Private 
Houses 
& Flats 

No,  of  Council  Houses  j 

Including  Aged  Persons* 
Dwellings  and  Flats 

% of  Houses 
owned  by 
Local 
Authority 

Total 
number  of 
houses  and 
flats 

Erected 

pre-war 

Erected 

post-war 

Total 

Ashton  Iveynes 

310 

17 

40 

57 

15.53 

367 

Braydon 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

Broad  Town 

129 

16 

26 

42 

24.56 

171 

Clyffe  Pypard 

92 

14, 

10 

24 

20.68 

116 

Cricklade 

693 

21 

199 

220 

24.10 

913 

Lattoto 

131 

2 

3 

5 

3.68 

136 

Leigh 

71 

8 

28 

36 

33.64 

107 

Lydiard  Millicent 

379 

27 

28 

55 

12.67 

434 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

149 

9 

10 

19 

11.31 

168 

Lyneham 

*1,187 

38 

56 

94 

7.338 

*1,281 

Marston  Meysey 

56 

6 

9 

15 

21.13 

71 

Purton 

1,034 

78 

162 

24o 

18.84 

1,274 

Tockenham 

77 

— 

4 

4 

4.939 

81 

Wootton  Bassett 

1,785 

73 

561 

634 

26.21 

2,419 

♦6,118 

309 

1,136 

1,445 

19.11 

*7,563 

‘Includes  964  Air  Minstry  houses. 
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Types  of  Council  Houses  (including  Aged  Persons'  Dwellings  and  Flats) 


Parish 

Tradi- 

tional 

Airey 

t 

Reema 

Orlit 

Unity 

Swedish 

Timber 

Wool- 

away 

Ashton  Keynes 

43 

14 

Braydon 

* 

Broad  Town 

34 

8 

Clyffe  Pypard 

22 

* 

Cricklade 

Latton 

129 

5 

12 

- 

- 

46 

tL 

33 

Leigh 

6 

14 

16 

Lydiard  Millicent 

55 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

11 

* 

8 

Lyneham 

84 

10 

M^ston  Meysey 

15 

Purton 

184 

16 

40 

Tockenhara 

4 

Wootton  Bassett 

. 449 

50 

14 

44 

22 

- 

55 

1,04l 

124 

14 

44 

124 

1C 

88 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  - 1,4^5 


4.  percentage  of  the  various  types  of  council  houses  (including  bungalows  and 
Hats;  IS  as  follows:- 


% 

Traditional  76,3 
Airey  8.5 
Reema 

Orlit  3,0 
Unity  8.5 
Swedish  Timber  0.7 
Woolaway  6.0 


ilged  Persons'  Dwellings  (including  Grouped  Accommodation  & GAP  Flatlets) 


Parish 

1 Bedroom 

2 Bedrooms 

Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

2 

1 

11 

13 

Broad  Town 

2 

4 

6 

Cricklade 

30 

20 

50 

Lydiard  Millicent 

2 

6 

8 

Lyneham 

11 

9 

20 

Marston  Meysey 

2 

2 

4 

Purton 

38 

22 

60 

Wootton  Bassett 

54 

73 

127 

l4l 

147 

288 

The  figures  given  in  the  above-  table  are  included  in  the  table  showing  the 
type  of  council  houses.  Aged  persons*  dwellings  account  for  19.9?^  of  the  total 
housing  accommodation  provided  by  the  Council. 


Accommodation  Provided  by  Council  Houses 


Parish 

4 Bedrooms 

3 Bedrooms 

2 Bedrooms 

! Total 

Ashton  Keynes 

2 

42 

44 

Broad  Town 

- 

36 

36 

Clyffe  Pypard 

1 

23 

24 

Cricklade 

4 

136 

29 

169 

Latton 

«• 

5 

5 

Leigh 

• 

36 

36 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

43 

4 

47 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

19 

19 

Lyneham 

3 • 

67 

4 

74 

I'ferston  Meysey 

• 

11 

11 

Purton 

2 

169 

8 

179 

Tockenham 

4 

4 

Wootton  Bassett 

13 

404 

14 

431 

25 

995  . 

59 

1,079  I 

In  addition,  there  are  78  General  Purpose  flats  in  Wootton  Bassett,  73  with  2 
bedrooms  and  5 with  1 bedroom,  plus  3 3"bedroom  wEirdens*  flats  at  grouped  accommodation. 
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Traditional 

Houses 

2:  Flats 

New  Traditional 
Houses 

Sc  Flats 

Traditional  Aged 
Persons'  Dwellings 
(bungalov;s) 

8c  GAP  Flats 

New  Traditional 
Aged  Persons' 
Dwellings 
(bungalows) 

8c  GAP  Flats 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

k 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Pre-v/ar 

11 

297 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Post-v/ar 

359 

87 

2 

353 

45 

139 

141 

8 

- 

25 

656 

87 

2 

353 

45 

139 

141 

8 

■ 

Inspection  of  Council  Houses 

Surveillance  by  detailed  inspection  of  council  houses  continued  and  conditions 
recorded  on  208  houses  during  the  year.  This  percentage  is  a little  under  the  Housing 
Act  requirements  for  the  regular  inspection  of  a district  in  that  instead  of  the  task 
being  completed  each  five  years  at  this  rate  it  would  take  seven  years,  but  having 
regard  to  the  work  load  in  a department  with  dual  responsibilities  is  fairly 
reasonable  as  a programme,  when  one  realises  that  at  anj  time  a tenant  can  make 
written  complaint  to  the  Engineer  & Surveyor  on  any  item  of  house  maintenance.  The 
scheme  to  assist  tenants  in  aged  persons  accommodation  has  now  been  improved  from  a 
five  year  cycle  of  help  of  decoration  costs  to  a three  year  cycle  and  is  much 
appreciated,  79  visits  were  made  on  various  complaints  in  the  field  of  neighbours 
disagreements  and  596  visits  on  other  miscellaneous  matters.  The  Technical 
Assistant  has  made  almost  daily  visits  to  the  three  grouped  accommodation  units  to 
assist  in  all  sorts  of  ways  to  the  smooth  running  of  same.  What  has  been  achieved 
speaks  for  itself  on  visiting  any  or  all  of  them. 

Sale  of  Council  Houses 

Eleven  council  houses  were  sold  during  the  year  and  there  are  signs  that  the 
demand  is  rising. 

Reletting  of  Council  Houses 

Forty-two  houses  and  twenty  bungalows  were  relet  during  the  year,  and  constitutes 
a substantial  relief  to  the  housing  waiting  lists  and  on  a number  of  occasions  have 
prevented  homelessness  following  the  making  of  court  orders. 

Exchange  of  Tenancies 

Eleven  exchanges  took  place  from  district  to  district  and  within  the  district 
during  the  year  following  agreement  by  the  authorities  concerned.  It  is  felt  that 
if  tenants  generally  realised  this  possibility  it  would  greatly  improve  the  national 
position  with  regard  to  the  mobility  of  labour. 


Parish 

Houses  and  Flats  re-let 

Aged  Persons' 
Dwellings 
re-let 

Total 

re-let 

4-bed 

3-bed 

2-bed 

2-bed 

1-bed 

Ashton  Keynes 

1 

1 

Broad  Town 

> 

3 

't 

2 

6 

Clyffe  Pypard 

1 

- 

1 

Cricklade 

- 

4 

3 

2 

9 

Leigh 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Lydiard  Millicent 

- 

3 

- 

1 

— 

4 

Lyneham 

- 

» 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Pur ton 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Wootton  Bassett 

- 

2G 

4 

5 

3 

32 

- 

34 

8 

12 

8 

62 

2k 


New  Council  Accommodation 

let  during  1971 


During  the  year  30  flats  at  The  Learns,  Wootton  Bassett,  were  completed, 
comprising  26  2-bedroom  general  purpose  flats,  3 OAP  1 -bedroom  flats  and  1 general 
purpose  1-bed  flat.  These  30  flats  completed,  for  the  time  being,  the  development 
at  The  Lawns  site  the  final  stage  having  to  await  a certain  amount  of.  site  clearance 
including  the  old  water  tower  in  Coxstalls  and  the  Council's  depot  when  phasing  of 
alternative  depots  can  be  achieved.  This  has  been  an  interesting  development  in  that 
in  line  with  the  Ministry's  theory,  one  finds  a good  mixture  of  young  ear.il  families, 
middle  aged  couples  without  children,  aged  persons  accommodated  in  generally  ground 
floor  flats  and  in  the  far  corner  the  Springfield  House  grouped  accommodation  unit, 
representing  in  total  a new  community  immediately  adjacent  to  the  town  High  Street 
and  giving  tenants  the  benefit  of  all  the  amenities  provided  by  the  small  town 
centre,  wliich  is  especially  apprecia.ted  by  those  of  them  who  through  age  or 
disablement  find  it  difficult  to  travel  great  distances. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  schemes  at  Bradenstoke,  Latton  and  Cricklade 
were  nearing  completion,  but  with  occupation  timed  for  very  early  in  1972  rather 
than  late  1971 • 

Case  Conferences  - Caie  of  Children 


Attendance  has  been  maintained  by  the  department  at  each  quarterly  case 
conference  organised  by  the  Social  Services  Department  of  the  County  Council, 
and  their  continuance  proved  that  they  are  useful  eill  round  to  the  officers 
concerned  with  the  housing  problems  and  if  they  would  only  see  it  that  way  to 
the  cases  that  receive  help  in  many  ways  to  enable  them  to  adjust  to  their  problems 
or  in  some  cases  to  completely  remove  them.  I am  again  happy  to  report  that  the 
record  stands  firm  and  that  no  family  has  been  rendered  homeless  where  children 
are  concerned,  but  in  saying  this  it  may  well  be  realised  the  record  has  only 
been  sustained  by  reason  of  a fair  amount  of  effort  and  good  will  on  the  part  of 
many  people  and  in  some  cases  due  to  sheer  good  fortune  represented  by  the  type 
of  case  which  is  saved  at  the  eleventh  hour,  I must  continue  to  be  dismayed  by 
the  situation  surrounding  part  III  accommodation  whereby  only  children  can  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Childrens  Department  in  the  case  of  legal  eviction,  because 
there  are  always  a great  proportion  of  cases  where  the  parents  are  not  prepared 
to  part  with  the  children  and  in  this  respect  the  search  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  for  suitable  houses  t't  purchase  for  half-way  accommodation  remains  a very 
sound  policy  in  spite  of  the  .’act  that  in  practice  the  chances  of  entering  the 
present  inflated  market  with  any  reasonable  chance  of  success  is  almost  nil. 

Council  House  Garden  Compe tJ  tAon 

I am  pleased  to  report  tliat  in  1971  it  was  possible  again  to  mount  a garden 
ocnpotition  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  Interest  is  still  shown 
about  the  district  and  I feel  that  as  participation  grows  the  gradual  improvement 
will  continue  to  be  seen  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  this  day  and  age  the  garden 
about  a property  does  not  rais>2  the  same  interest  with  tenants  as  it  did  in 
previous  generations. 

Council  Garages 

This  is  the  second  year  that  the  department  has  been  responsible  for  the 
Council's  stock  of  garages  provided  for  council  accommodation  and  266  visits 
v;ere  carried  out  during  the  yoar  on  inspection  and  administration  under  the 
scheme.  At  the  same  time  the  Council's  attention  has  been  drawn  to  areas  where  there 
is  a further  need  or  in  some  cases  where  a new  need  has  arisen  and  generally 
where  it  is  possible  the  stocic  of  this  type  of  accommodation  is  being  raised. 

With  all  the  good  work  in  thifs  field  it  is  clear  that  in  this  day  of  the  motor 
car  a night  visit  to  most  hous^ing  estates  will  give  a clear  indication  as  to  how 
much  of  the  problem  still  remains  to  be  solved. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 


Nuisances 

Number  of  nuisances  discovered  •••  19 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  •••  15 

Number  of  re-inspections  made  for  the  purpose90 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  two  statutory  notices  to  secure  abatement  of 
outstanding  nuisances,  but  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  apply  for  a nuisance 
order.  A large  number  of  follow  up  visits  were  necessary  to  achieve  satisfactory 
completion  of  the  work  requested  due  to  the  difficult  nature  of  some  of  the 
remedial  work  to  drainage  systems. 

Verminous  Premises 

In  this  field  the  bulk  of  the  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Pest 
Control  Officer  who  refers  to  the  inspectors  when  difficulties  are  encountered. 

He  maintains  regular  fly  control  on  the  refuse  tips  with  excellent  resralts,  but 
it  is  a heavy  task  during  high  temperatures  in  the  breeding  season.  No 
infestation  of  bugs  was  discovered  during  the  year  but  five  cases  involving 
fleas  were  treated  all  adjudged  to  have  come  from  animal  sources.  A large 
number  of  wasps  nests  in  properties  were  cleared  and  one  outbreak  of  earwigs 
on  a fairly  new  development,  which  is  quite  consistent  with  the  disturbance 
occasioned  to  the  species  by  the  breaking  of  ground  and  disturbance  of  their 
natural  habitat. 

Number  of  visits  to  verminous  premises  . . 270 

Dysentery 

5 faecal  specimens  were  taken  during  1971*  7 visits  were  made  in  connection 

with  the  taking  of  these  specimens  and  the  necessary  investigation. 

Infectious  Diseases 

15  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Drainage  from  242  houses  were  added  to  public  sewers  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  served  by  W.Cs.  and  draining  to  cesspits  and/or 

septic  tanks  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  served  by  pail  closets  and  draining  to  cesspits,  etc, 

Total  number  of  houses  and  flats  so  drained  ... 

Total  number  of  houses  draining  to  small  sewage  installations 

Total  number  of  houses  and  flats  connected  to  sewers  

Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  connected  to  sewers  ...  ... 

Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  served  by  W.Cs.  and  draining  to  cesspits  and/or 

septic  tanks  ...  ...  18.8^ 

Percentage  of  houses  having  pail  closets  and  draining  to  cesspits  and/or 

septic  tanks  ...  1.2% 

Percentage  of  houses  draining  to  small  sewage  installations  

Percentage  of  houses  and  flats  draining  to  sewers,  small  sewage  installations, 

cesspits,  and/or  septic  tanks  ...  92.2% 


• • • • • • 

’ • • # • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • • • • 


• • • 


• • ' 


1422 

95 

1517 

236 

5230 

69.1% 


Connections  to  the  sewers  at  Broad  Town  and  Hook  continued  during  the  year 
a further  21  connections  being  carried  out  in  these  parislr.es.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  scheme  for  Purton  Stoke  was  reaching  completion  end  the  scheme  for 
Ashton  Keynes  had  been  commenced.  Further  schemes  to  complete  the  sewering  of 
three  other  parishes  were  under  discussion. 


Number  of  visits  re  drainage  ..  260 
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Public  Conveniences 


Public  conveniences  are  situated  at  Wootton  Bassett  and  Cricklade  and 
extension  of  this  service  to  Purton  and  Lyneham  is  under  consideration. 


Cesspool  Emptying: 

The  service  commenced  in  19^9  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily.  Private 
premises  and  council  houses  are  serviced  under  this  scheme  at  a nominal  charge 
and  some  assistance  is  given  at  major  sewage  works  when  the  need  arises.  The 
1500  gallon  Dennis  tanker  is  operated  by  one  man  as  a driver/loader.  The 
organisation  of  the  scheme  is  on  a pre-payment  basis  and  to  date  the  scheme  has 
been  operated  without  the  trouble  of  a serious  backlog  of  work  by  arranging  the 
servicing  of  Council  properties  on  a planned  tota  and  carrying  out  the  servicing 
of  private  properties  in  the  intervening  periods  but  with  time  left  in  each  week 
for  private  work  with  the  idea  that  no-one  should  be  kept  waiting  having  paid  the 
necessary  fee. 

No.  of  inspocto;.'s  visits  re  cellpool  emptying  ..  51 

No.  of  private  services  carried  out 

No.  of  local  authority  services  carried  out  ..  ..  39^ 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  on  a kerbside  collection  basis  with  salvage 
of  waste  paper,  rags,  woollens,  non-ferrous  metals,  light  and  heavy  iron  being 
collected  at  the  same  time  in  trailers.  Large  collections  of  unwanted  materials 
from  separate  premises  can  be  collected  by  special  arrangement  with  the  department 
free  of  charge.  This  extra  service  is  provided  to  reduce  to  a minimum  illegal 
dumping  in  the  countryside.  The  service  is  operated  by  a fleet  of  three  diesel 
powered  vehicles.  The  staff  of  men  totalling  10  including  the  foreman  operate  on 
an  incentive  bonus  system  which  has  operated  successfully  since  I966  and  since  that 
date  there  has  been  no  increase  in  staff  and  no  strikes  in  spite  of  the  steady 
growth  of  the  district  usually  at  the  average  growth  of  250  extra  households  a 
year.  The  added  bin  bonus  accruing  is  shared  equally  by  the  men.  Trade  refuse 
from  all  but  very  large  industrial  undertakings  is  collected  on  the  daily  runs 
free  of  charge.  Bank  holidays  are  covered  by  double  route  working  or  on  Saturdays 
but  always  in  such  a way  that  there  is  no  back  log  to  pick  up  afterwards. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Scotlands,  Wootton  Bassett,  and 
at  the  disused  canal  at  The  Dance,  Cricklade,  Due  to  difficulties  beyond  the 
Council's  control  further  land  at  Wootton  Bassett  adjoining  the  existing  tip  has 
not  yet  been  purchased  and  little  space  remains  and  land  reclamation  by  top  seeding 
has  continued,  A Muir-Hill  four  wheel  drive  does  the  work  of  tip  maintenance 
and  this  machine  is  now  in  its  fourth  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  Dance 
tip  reaching  completion  preparation  works  commenced  at  Blakehill  for  a new  tip  of 
about  2 acres  where  only  shallow  infill  can  be  achieved.  With  a kerbside  collection 
of  refuse  and  salvage  jointly  on  a very  economic  basis  and  land  reclamation  of 
poor  or  waste  land  the  scheme  remains  attractive  in  spite  of  difficulties.  Pilot 
schemes  on  paper  bag  collection  were  extended  from  grouped  accommodation  units  to 
some  flats  and  houses,  but  this  is  still  on  a very  small  scale. 


Number  of  visits  re  refuse  collection  and  disposal  ..  865 


27 


Salvage 


It  will  be  noted  ttet  there  is  again  a small  decline  in  the  total  figures 
for  salvageable  waste  recovered  during  the  year,  6uxd  I do  not  put  this  down  to 
public  apathy  in  that  by  and  large  the  rate  payers  in  most  parishes  support  the 
scheme  by  saving  the  material  for  our  collections.  However,  as  reported  last 
year  there  is  now  more  competition  in  the  district  for  waste  paper  and  the  other 
items  both  by  private  dealers  and  charity  organisations,  but  the  final  total 
still  represents  a fair  tonnage  of  waste  paper  to  save  on  imports,  althou^  the 
weights  on  the  other  materials  are  now  reaching  quite  low  figures  and  the  prices 
in  these  items  have  shown  a decline.  The  final  point  one  would  make  about  salvage 
is  that  in  these  days  when  tipping  space  is  so  valuable  all  this  salvageable 
material  saves  valuable  space  on  the  tips. 


Sale  of  Salvageable  Waste  Materials  - Year  ended  51 *3 •72. 


Waste  Materials 

Weight 

Receipts 

Tonnes  ‘ 

Kilos 

£ 

P 

V/aste  Paper 

151 

34 

1435 

11 

Scrap  Iron 

22 

927 

15 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

1 

'’6'^ 

25 

68 

Rags  and  Woollens 

6 

143 

62 

18 

• 

181 

269 

1563 

12 

The  sura  of  £74.10  was  received  frc«n  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  in  payment 
for  the  service  of  emptying  litter  bins  weekly  at  lay-bys  on  main  roads  at 
Cricklade,  Latton,  Lyneham  and  Wootton  Bassett,  raising  income  from  all  sources 
to  £1,637.22. 


Number  of  visits  re  Salvage  ..  72 


Refuse  and  Salvage  - Collection  and  Disposal  Costs 

(Financial  Year  ended  31st  March.  1972) 


Cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  ..  ..  £27,314 

Cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  to 

General  Rate  Fund  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £25,613 

Net  cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal  per 

habitable  house  (including  Air  Ministry  Houses  and  caravans)  ..  £3.26 

Net  cost  of  refuse  and  salvage  collections  and  disposal 

- per  head  of  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  £1.10 

- per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  .«  ..  £1100 

- per  house  per  week  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £0.06 
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Mileage  of  Refuse  Vehicles  - 


No.  1 
No.  2 
No.  3 
No.  4 


Vehicle  (l880  MW)  (First  taxed  4.12.61) 
Vehicle  (668  BHR)  (First  taxed  10.4.63) 
Vehicle  (BMW  480C)  (First  taxed  1.1. 65) 
Vehicle  (Tl'ffi  63J)  (First  taxed  1.1. 71) 


• • • • • • 

• • • a o • 

• • • • o u 


• • • 
• • • 

• « 


3,655 

...  6,151 

* • • 8 . 25S 

t . ^ Qr; 

• • a ' „ ' ^ 


Running  Cost  of  Vehicles  per  Mile  - less  depreciation 

Per  Mile  Total  for  Year 

No.  1 Vehicle  (188O  MW) £0.11  £404 

No.  2 Vehicle  (668  BHR) £0.24  £1,531 

No.  3 Vehicle  (BMW  480C)  £0.15  £1,271 

No.  4 Vehicle  (TMR  63J) £0.15  £1,134 


The  running  costs  less  depreciation  of  the  Muir  Hill  tractor  amounted  to  £671. 


Miles  per  Gallon  - 

n No.  1 Vehicle  (188O  MW)  

No.  2 Vehicle  (668  BHR)  

No.  3 Vehicle  (BMW  480C) 

No.  4 Vehicle  (TMR  63J)  ...  ... 


• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  0«t*r 

•••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.96 
...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7-’>3p 
...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 *37 


The  running  costs  less  depreciation  of  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Machine  PHR  253H 
amounted  to  £322  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  total  mileage  increased  by  1,510 
miles.  The  cost  per  mile  at  4p.  is  excellent  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  engine 
pumping  time  is  included  in  the  costing. 


The  rise  in  cost  to  the  General  Rate  fund  of  £4,323  was  the  biggest  rise  for 
many  years  and  there  were  a number  of  reasons  for  this  increase.  There  was  a fall 
in  salvage  receipts  but  wage  rises  and  maintenance  were  the  main  causes.  The  new 
tyre  regulations  have  fallen  heavily  on  the  service  in  that  tyres  in  this  service 
are  more  liable  to  damage.  In  addition  three  of  the  vehicles  have  required  quite 
large  repairs  and  costs  in  this  field  are  rising  rapidly.  However,  the  cost  per 
1,000  houses  is  still  low  in  national  ccmiparison  and  the  incentive  bonus  scheme 
which  keeps  the  staff  stabilized  is  a big  factor  in  the  running  of  the  service. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings,  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  One  of  these  is  a hardy  annual,  housing  a 
showman  and  his  family  for  at  least  nine  months  of  each  yG„.7,  il.:;:  other  licence  will 
not  be  required  when  the  contractors  constructing  the  section  of  the  M4  motorway 
which  passes  through  the  district  complete  their  task. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

All  plans  for  new  plants  where  chimney  heights  needed  prior  approval  were 
dealt  with  and  in  each  case  where  modifications  were  required  from  those  first 
proposed  I am  pleased  to  report  that  these  were  obtained  to  our  satisfaction. 
Informal  action  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  boiler  houses  operating  inefficiently 
and  in  one  of  these  cases  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  trouble  was  removed  during 
the  year  by  the  old  plant  being  replaced  by  a modern  plant.  Work  under  the  Clean 
Air  (Etaission  of  Dark  Smoke  (Exemption)  Regulations  1969  has  continued  especially 
in  the  control  of  burning  of  scrap  vehicles  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it 
can  be  said  that  some  control  had  been  achieved  although  not  before  a number  of 
operators  had  received  final  warnings  and  advice.  Illegal  burning  off  from  scrap 
cable  by  a firm  in  the  area,  carried  out  by  a dealer  from  premises  outside  this 
area  was  quickly  and  firmly  dealt  with  and  the  site  cleared  within  48  hours  and 
the  throat  of  action  unless  the  operation  ceased  immediately. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  I960 


Sites  acconraiodating  12  or  more  caravans  are  situate  as  follows: 


Ijatton  liido  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Bradens toke  (Bungalow  Caravan  Site)  ••• 
Bradenstoke  (Jolly  Trooper  Site)  ... 

Lynehara  (The  White  House)  

Lyneham  (Burchells,  Lillybrook)  

Wootton  Bassett  (Orchard  Site)  •••  ••• 

Wootton  Bassett  (Rear  of  I56  High  Street) 


No,  of  Caravans 

20 

30 

14 

73 

37 

22 


General  surveillance  has  continued  of  the  sites  set  out  above  together 
with  the  control  of  all  small  sites  having  permanent  or  temporary  planning 
permission  and  by  and  large  the  sites  have  been  maintained  in  a fair  condition. 
On  a number  of  larger  sites  one  sees  the  older  type  of  caravan  being  removed 
and  being  replaced  by  larger  new  mobile  homes  which  are  of  a good  high  standard, 
and  four  of  the  sites  in  question  are  now  served  by  main  sewerage.  In  the  case 
of  two  others  there  is  a possibility  that  connections  to  a sewage  system  will 
be  achieved  in  plans  to  raise  the  standards  of  the  sites  and  in  the  case  of  the 
remaining  one  a proposed  sewage  scheme  will  present  the  same  opportunity  of 
connection  in  due  course. 


No  County  site  has  been  provided  in  the  north  of  the  County  to  date  to 
make  provision  for  gypsies  but  for  a numoer  of  years  gypsies  have  lived  on  fixed 
licensed  sites  in  the  area  and  another  large  site  by  a private  operator  during  the 
year  received  planning  permission  covering  the  next  12  years.  Accordingly,  this 
gave  the  opportunity  to  the  Council  to  set  down  full  licence  conditions  for  this 
site  and  because  of  the  extent  of  the  works  that  would  be  required  the  operator 
was  given  12  months  as  a conditional  licence  within  which  time  the  works  must 
be  completed  to  comply  with  the  site  licence.  The  works  proposed  will  raise  the 
standard  on  this  poor  site,  which  does  in  point  of  fact,  accommodate  amongst  its 
number  a large  number  of  persons  living  within  the  category  of  travellers. 


Gypsies  and  other  Travellers 

The  feature  of  the  year  was  that  there  was  a great  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  itinerants  being  found  on  grass  verges  and  other  popular  sites  than  for 
many  years,  and  it  must  be  that  the  national  policy  to  find  fixed  sites  for  them 

must  be  achieving  some  success.  In  addition  the  fact  that  in  the  main  their 

livelihood  is  now  gained  by  working  more  in  the  field  of  scrap  metal,  they  do 
not  have  to  find  sites  with  fixed  planning  permission  for  themselves,  in  a 
number  of  case^^  and  the  good  thing  about  this  is  that  more  and  more  children  in 
these  groups  are  to  be  found  attending  schools,  I continue  to  be  interested  in 
the  progress  that  one  can  see  developing  in  this  field  and  the  greater  interest 
which  their  parents  seem  now  to  be  taking  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  which  they 
never  had.  The  site  referred  to  above  which  is  subject  to  site  licence  conditions 
which  must  be  completed  in  the  year  1972,  is  dealing  with  a number  of  cases  of 
this  type  who  spend  much  longer  periods  in  one  fixed  spot,  and  when  the  County 

site  in  the  north  of  the  County  can  be  decided  upon  and  set  up,  the  problem  will 

be  further  much  greatly  reduced  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

No,  of  visits  re  caravans  •,  115 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1935 

Millc  and  Dairies 
Pastexxrised  Milk 

Most  retailers  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  milk  from  a pasteurising  plant 
within  the  Rural  District,  which  is  supervised  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector* 
In  addition,  two  dairies  at  Cirencester  supply  milk  within  the  district,  one  to  a 
retailer,  and  they  each  do  a retail  round  themselves.  Milk  retailers  operating 
from  premises  outside  the  district  obtain  supplies  from  establishmmonts  at  Burford, 
Chippenham  and  Swindon.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  only  one  raw  milk  retailer 
remains  in  the  district. 

Sterilised  Milk 

There  is  still  a demand  for  this  milk.  The  milk  is  bottled  and  sterilised  at 
plants  in  London  and  Bristol.  Separated  milk  can  now  be  obtained  if  required  for 
persons  on  a fat-free  diet,  generally  under  doctors'  orders. 

Untreated  Milk 

As  mentioned  above  only  one  farm  bottling  raw  frcan  its  own  production 
remains.  Shpervision  of  farm  production  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  but  there  are  occasions  when  due  to  our  sampling 
various  problems  are  dealt  with  by  the  public  health  inspectors,  especially  in  the 
case  of  brucellosis  and  salmonellosis. 

U.H.T.  Milk 

There  are  now  shops  and  one  wholesaler  licensed  to  sell  U.H.T.  milk  in 
the  district.  The  wholesale  distributor  covers  several  counties  in  his  deliveries. 


General 

All  vending  machir's  for  public-  use  iu  this  district  have  ceased  operating  since 
1965  and  we  have  received  no  enquiries  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1939 

Distributors  on  the  Register  ...  28 


Dairies  on  the  Register 


9 


Inspections  made  under  the  Regulations  ...  ... 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  (as  amended) 

Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

designation  "Untreated"  ...  ... 

Dealers*  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  authorit; j xig 
the  use  of  the  designation  - 

"Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised" ...  ... 

"Untreated"  only  ... 

"Sterilised**  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

’*Pasteurised"  only 

"Untreated",  "Pasteurised"  and 'Sterilised"  ...  ... 

"Pasteurised",  "Sterilised"  and  "Ultra  Heat  Treated" 
"Pasteurised"  and  "Ultra  Heat  Treated**  ...  ... 

"Ultra  Heat  Treated"  only  


23 


2 


8 

1 

1 

10 

1 

6 

4 

5 


Milk  Sampling 

This  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  Delegation 
Agreement  with  the  Wiltshire  County  Council,  with  regular  quarterly  returns  to  the 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Milk  Samples  taken  during  1971 

Statutory  Tests 

Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

64 

10 

8 

Pasteurised  (Homogenised) 

11 

- 

tm 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 

29 

8 

2 

Methylene  Blue  only 

Untreated 

3 

1 

3 

Turbidity 

Sterilised 

16 

- 

- 

The  Phosphatase  Test  Checks  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation. 
The  Turbidity  Test  Checks  the  efficiency  of  sterilisation. 

The  Methylene  Blue  Test  Checks  the  keeping  quality. 


16  Ultra  Heat  Treated  Samples  satisfactory  on  Colony  Count. 
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Biological  and  other  Examinations 


Nine  biological  tests  were  carried  out  on  untreated  milk  samples*  one  of 
which  failed  the  methylene  blue  test*  and  three  of  which  were  void  for  methylene 
blue  test,  due  to  atmospheric  temperature* 


Washed  Bottles  Examined 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Sterility  Test  11  1 

Notes  on  Test  Failures 

/ill  failures  were  on  methylene  blue  test.  At  one  plant  it  was  found  to  be 
due  to  prolonged  storage  prior  to  pasteurisation*  as  well  as  prolonged  storage 
after  pasteurisation.  At  others  stock  rotation  and  storage  were  responsible. 

It  is  noted  that  most  dairies  have  a coding  system  for  bottles.  This  should  be 
made  mandatory  to  all  pasteurised  milk  for  this  makes  tracing  samples  at  least 
possible. 


Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  dir.ti  lot  x.r.w  although  there  are  wholesalers' 
stores  of  ice  cream  in  the  district  regirteved  and  under  surveillance.  25  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year,  1?  grade  I*  1 gi‘ade  II*  5 grade  III  and  2 grade  IV, 


Meat 

The  total  kill  for  the  year  dropped  considerably  over  the  previous  year  and  it 
can  be  seen  that  the  reduction  was  most  seen  in  the  case  of  calves.  The  reason  can 
be  found  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  a much  smaller  number  of  bobby  calves  are  now 
coming  into  our  wholesale  slaughterhouses  and  in  their  place  the  two  operators  are 
working  on  the  larger  type  of  calf*  classed  in  whe  trade  as  the  Uanavic  type  of 
carcase,  which  although  a lesser  number*  because  of  the  greater  size  of  the  animals 
take  the  same  man  hours  to  work  through  on  the  'line*  system.  With  a smaller  kill 
one  would  expect  to  find  the  weigh’,  of  condemned  meat  to  have  reduced,  whereas  In 
point  of  fact  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  total  weight  of  condemned  meat, 
and  here  again  it  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  with  larger  type  of  animals 
going  throu^,  when  condemnations  do  occur  one  is  dealing  with  greeter  carcase 
weights  and  of  course  for  the  same  reason  the  offal  condemnations  from  such  carcases 
is  heavier. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  as  given  below,  only 
two  consignments  of  imported  food  came  into  cold  storage  depots  in  the  district 
during  the  year  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations*  involving  11?  cartons  of 
cooked  shrimps  ex.  U.S.A.  and  790  cases*  each  weighing  approximately  50  lbs.  of 
beef  tongues  ex.  U.S.A. , and  therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  no  actual  carcases 
came  through  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year*  It  was  not  necessary  during 
the  year  to  take  any  case  concerning  contravention  of  the  Regulations  covering  meat 
before  the  Magistrates. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ..  1,282 


Animals  Killed  and  Carcases  Sxanined 


Cattle 
other  than 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

No.  of  animals  killed 

320 

32 

9,419 

4,246 

8,6l6 

22,633 

No.  of  carcases  examined 

320 

32 

9,419 

4,246 

8,6l6 

22,633 
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Ccaademned  Meat 


Cattle 

other 

than 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

1 

4 

63 

23 

5 

96 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

95 

22 

174 

941 

238 

1470 

Percentage  of  the  nvimber  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

30.CX) 

81.25 

2.51 

22.61 

2.82 

6.90 

i 

I 

1 

t 

Tuberculosis  only 

V/hole  carcases 

_ 

Caxcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

50 

• 

50 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

. 

1.18 

- 

0.22 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

- 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

Condemned  for  all  diseases 

Whole  carcases 

1 

4 

63 

23 

5 

96 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

99 

22 

174 

991 

238 

1524 

Total  number  of  animals  affected 
with  disease 

100 

26 

237 

1014 

243 

1620 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
which  were  affected  with  disease 

31.25 

81.25 

2.51 

23.83 

2.82 

7.15 
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Weights  of  Condemned  Meat 


Condemned  in 
slaughterhouses 

Condemned  in 
shops 

T 

c 

q 

lbs 

T 

c 

q 

lbs 

Beef 

•• 

17 

3 

23 

•• 

Veal 

1 

1 

0 

2 

— 

- 

— 

Bacon  and  Pori 

1 

6 

1 

- 

- 

>- 

- 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

- 

2 

1 

20 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Offal 

1 

19 

0 

17 

•• 

•• 

5 

6 

3 

20 

- 

- 

- 

Year 

Number  of 
calves  killed 

Number  of 
tubercular  calves 

Percentage  of  Calves 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

1964 

13,110 

Nil 

Nil 

1965 

11,330 

Nil 

Nil 

1966 

16.960 

Nil 

Nil 

1967 

20.425 

Nil 

Nil 

1968 

13,708 

Nil 

Nil 

1969 

13,886 

Nil 

Nil 

1970 

13,289 

Nil 

Nil 

1971 

9,419 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1938 

Unconditional  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a slaughterhouse 
were  issued  to  13  applicants.  Conditional  licences  allowing  6 applicants  to 
slaughter  or  stun  animals  only  under  supervision  of  an  unconditional  licensed 
slaughterman  were  issued. 
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other  Foods 


The  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
shopkeepers  and  wholesale  warehousemen  and  were  destroyed 

2 cwts*  1 qrt*  13  lbs*  Miscellaneous  Frozen  Foods  (Refrigerator  Breakdowns) 

2 qrs.  3 Ihs.  Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods  (Blown,  damaged  and  rusty  tins). 


Food  Premises 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  number  of  food  premises  registered  as 
at  31st  December,  1971i- 

Manufacture  an^/or  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  •••  70 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Sausages,  Pickled,  Pressed  or  Preserved 

Meat  ...  •••  ...  •••  ...  l6 

Purpose  of  Fish  Frying  ...  4 

90 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regiilations  19^0 

It  was  possible  to  maintain  a good  surv jiilance  of  all  types  of  food  premises 
during  the  year,  444  check  inspections  being  made.  Warnings  were  given  in  a 
number  of  cases  but  no  court  action  was  necessary  to  achieve  compliance  with  the 
regulations.  Notes  on  types  of  premises  to  be  found  in  the  district  follow  giving 
details  of  alterations. 


Bakehouses 

Of  the  six  bakehouses  one  is  electrically  fired,  four  are  oil  fired  and  one 
coke  fired.  One  was  converted  from  solid  fuel  to  oil  during  the  year  together 
with  other  major  improvements. 


Butchers 


There  are  12  retail  shops  and  3 supermarkets.  Work  to  replace  an 
unsatisfactory  shop  commenced  during  the  year.  The  standard  is  good. 

Cafes 

There  are  now  but  eleven  cafes  and  one  restaurant,  one  old  premise  ' going 
out  of  business  during  the  year.  This  was  a premise  where  adequate  alterations 
were  impossible.  There  remain  some  kitchens  which  are  in  old  premises  and  are 
difficult  to  modernise. 


Canteens 

These  are  all  well  maintained  throughout  the  district  and  provide  an 
excellent  service  to  the  workers  concerned. 


Fish  Frying 

There  are  four  fish  frying  establishments  in  the  district  and  during  the  year 
after  long  negotiations  one  of  these  was  the  subject  of  a complete  rebuild  and 
enlargement.  This  leaves  one  old  type  premise.  One  mobile  is  based  in  this  district 
and  one  comes  in  from  outside. 


Greengrocers 

Generally  this  trade  is  operated  well  with  plenty  of  local  produce  in  the  area, 
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Grocers 


The  standard  remains  high,  competition  in  this  trade  forcing  every  trader 
to  be  on  his  toes. 

Licensed  Premises 

This  was  a good  year  for  refits,  six  houses  being  modernised.  Two  old 
small  houses  in  out  of  the  way  locations  were  closed.  There  are  now  nine 
licensed  premises  doing  meal  catering. 

Wholesale  Ice  Cream  Depots 

There  are  two  storage  depots  in  the  district,  one  run  by  a national  company 
for  distrubution  over  a large  area  tad  one  servicing  mobiles  and  local  trade. 

Wholesale  Meat  Depots 

One  is  a cold  storage  depot  on  a trading  estate  and  one  is  run  by  a wholesale 
butchery  firm.  Imported  meat  consignments  are  infrequent. 

Mobile  Shops 

These  are  kept  under  constant  surveillance  but  changes  in  their  rounds  and 
the  hours  worked  make  for  difficulties  in  control. 

Food  Vans 

Generally  speaking  these  are  well  opei-ated,  but  the  tendency  now  is  for  the 
vanmen  to  become  the  operators  of  the  business,  and  this  can  create  difficulties 
in  administration  regarding  division  of  responsibilities. 

School  Kitchens 

Lectures  are  given  annually  to  the  staff  of  school  kitchens  and  the  cooking 
depot  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Standards 
are  good  and  no  trouble  was  experienced  with  school  meals  during  the  year.  The 
district  is  fortunate  in  the  type  of  persons  employed  in  these  kitchens,  who  show 
real  interest  in  their  task. 


The  following  list  details  the  various  types  of  food  premises  within  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  together  with  a tabulation  of  the  position  to 
date  with  regard  to  requirements  under  Regulations  16  and  19s- 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with 

Reg.  16 

No.  where 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with 

Reg.  19 

Bakehouses 

6 

5 

6 

5 

Butchers 

15 

14 

15 

14 

Cafes,  Restaurants  & Hotels 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Canteens 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Confectioners 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Cold  Storage  Depots 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Fishraongers/Grocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fishmongers  & Fish  Fryers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers 

4 

4 

4 

Grocers  . 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Halls  & Social  Centres 

'13 

12 

11 

11 

Ice  Cream  Depots 

...  2 . . 

2 

2 

2 

Institutions  and  Homes 

4 

...  4 

4 

4 

Licensed  Premises  (including  Clubs) 

46 

. 44 

46 

46 

School  Kitchens 

6 

6 . 

. 6 

6 

Schools  where  meals  are  served 

11' 

8 

11 

•8 

Wholesale  Meat  Depot 

1 

201 

1i 

192 

2 

208 

1 

193 

*N,B,  At  three  schools  all  equipnent  and  crockery  is  returned  to  central  depot  and 
at  another  cutlery  is  returned. 
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Food  Poisoning 

56  faecal  specimens  were  taken  during  the  year,  123  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  food  poisoning  or  suspected  food  poisoning.  Of  these  faecal 
specimens  7 were  reported  positive  Salmonella  Bredeny. 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

No,  of  premises  licensed  by  the  Authority  ,,  5 

(a)  Large  - (IOO  pigs  or  500  poultry  or  over)  0 

(b)  Medium  - (20-100  pigs  or  100-500  poultry)  2 

(c)  Small  - (4-20  pigs  or  50-100  poultry)  ,.  3 

Types  of  boiling  plants  used  - 

(1)  Electric  or  gas  ,,  1 

(2)  Coal  or  wood  • . 4 

None  of  the  plants  boils  waste  for  resale,  all  cooked  materials  being  used 
for  animals  on  the  premises, 

Noe  of  /-.-.  •.ts  re  Waste  Foods  Order  ..  10 


SHOPS  /C^  1950 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Acc. 

FACTORIES  ACT  196I 

The  following  are  the  various  types  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act:- 


Bake houses  ,,,  ,,,  ••• 

Brickworks  

Builders  and  Carpenters  ... 

Cabinet  Works  . • • . • * 

Caravan  Refrigerator  Assembly 
Coffin  Board  Makers  ... 

Concrete  Block  Manufactory 
Cycle  Repairers  , . . . r . 

Dental  Products  Manufactory 
Electrical  Workshops  ... 

Engineering  Shops  ...  ... 

Qas  Holders  ...  ...  ... 

Glove  Works  ...  

Grass  Drying  Plants  . . . 

Joinery  Works  

Xjaundnes  ...  ...  ... 

Local  Authority  Salvage  Depot 
Local  Authority  Workshops 
Machinery  Assembly  (Agricultural) 
Milk  Products  Manufactory 
Motor  Repair  Shops 
Packing  Case  Manufactory 

Rope  Works  

Sawmills  

Sausage  Makers  ... 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Vehicle  Dismantlers 
Warehouses  (Cold  Store) 

Watch  Repairers  ... 

Waterworks  

Waste  Paper  Beilers  ... 


6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

22 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


79 
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Part  I of  the  Act 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions 
as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

In- 

spections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3j  ^ and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

79 

56 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sectior 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authoirity  (excluding  outworkers* 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

7^' 

56 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

(1) 

found 

(2) 

remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2*) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3«) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4,) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

(S.6.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S«7*) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

i (not  including  offences. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

j relating  to  outwork) 

i .....  . 

I 

Total 

6 

6 

2 

1 

- 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act  — Outwork 


Nature  of 
work 

(1) 

Section  ".3:.  Section  134  T 

No.  of  ; 

out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133  (l)(c) 

(2) 

! 

No.  of 
cases  of  ' 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

i 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

Notf  cf 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

(5) 

i 

! 

1 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

1 

! 

Prose-  ! 
cut ions  1 

1 

(7)  1 

Wearing)  Making 
apparel)  etc* 

) Cleaning 
) and 
) Washing 

10 

( 

} 

{ 

I 

1 

1 

j 

1 

Household  linen 

( 

1 

Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

1 

i 

' 

[ 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings 

■ 1 

1 

Purniture  arid 
upholstery 

1 

Electro-plate 

1 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Fur  pulling 

j 

Iron  and  steel 
cable  and  chains 

1 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

1 

Cart  gear 

1 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

1 

Umbrellas  etc# 

Artificial  flowers 



Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

_ _ 1 

1 

Paper  bags 

J 

The  making  of  boxes  and 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of 
paper 

1 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding  etc#  of 
buttons  etc • 



1 

Stuffed  toys 

! 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

1 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings  etc# 

Textile  weaving 

j Lampshades 

} . ..  . - ■■  ■ 

1 Total 

10 
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Outworkers 


Six  outworkers  are  employed  by  an  industrial  glcrve  making  company  at  Cricklade; 
three  workers  of  this  firm  live  in  this  Rural  District  and  three  in  the  Borough  of 
Swindon*  This  is  a reduction  of  10  on  last  year. 

One  outworker  living  in  this  district  is  employed  by  a Cirencester  firm,  and 
three  by  two  Swindon  firms. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

In  April  1962  all  water  undertakings,  mains  and  storage  facilities  came  under 
the  control  of  the  Swindon  Corporation  in  accordance  with  Government  policy.  None 
of  the  water  from  the  four  sources  has  plumbo-solvent  action  and  all  water  is 
chlorinated  before  passing  into  the  mains. 

Sources 


V/ater  for  public  supply  is  obtained  from  four  sources  as  follows 

Ashton  Keynes  boreholes,  an  adit  into  the  chalk  at  Clyffe  Pypard,  a well  at 
Broad  Town  and  a certain  amount  from  the  main  which  carries  the  water  from  Latton 
borehole  to  Swindon,  The  Latton  boreholes  sited  in  this  district  provides  a big 
percentage  of  the  water  used  by  Swindon,  This  part  of  North  Wiltshire  is  most 
fortunate  in  having  these  large  underground  supplies. 

Storage 

Water  storage  facilities  in  the  district  are  as  follows 

Gallons 


Hook  Reservoirs  ..  ..  ..  .,  ••  .,  1,000,000 
Cricklade  Reservoir  ..  .,  ..  *•  60,000 
Clyffe  Pypard  underground  tanks  ,,  ..  35tOOO 
Ashton  Keynes  elevated  tank  ..  ..  ••  20,000 
Bradenstoke  elevated  tank  ..  ,,  ••  12,000 
Broad  Town  underground  tank  ,.  .,  ••  ••  10,000 


1,137,000 


Distribution 

The  tv/o  Reservoirs  at  Flaxlands  are  supplied  by  a 10"  and  12"  and  a l6"  main 
pumped  thereto  from  Ashton  Keynes  pumping  station,  the  last  mentioned  main  being 
commissioned  during  the  year.  Reconstructional  work  is  proceeding  at  Ashton 
Keynes  pumping  station.  This  includes  new  pumping  plant  of  a higher  capacity  and 
new  electrical  switch  gear.  The  Ashton  Keynes  elevated  tank  and  Cricklade 
reservoir  are  also  supplied  by  smaller  mains  connected  to  the  10"  main.  Water 
reaches  Flfexlands  reservoirs  per  the  12"  via  Purton  and  a connection  to  the  6" 
main  Hook  to  Purton,  An  8"  main  reducing  to  6"  supplies  water  from  Hook  as  far 
as  WoottOn  Bassett  but  the  Coxstalls  elevated  tank  is  no  longer  in  use.  A 9" 
main  sujijplies  water  from  Hook  to  Wootton  Bassett,  thence  by  means  of  a 6"  main 
to  Tockfnham  and  Lyneham,  A new  10"  main  from  Flaxlands  at  Hook  to  R.A.F, 

Lyneham  was  completed  early  in  1964,  From  a tank  at  Lyneham.  aerodrome,  water  is 
pumped  to  the  Bradenstoke  tank.  The  Clyffe  Pypard  scheme  to  the  hi^  levels  of 
Broad  Town  and  Clyffe  Pypard  was  nearing  completion  with  the  result  that  the  well 
at  BRoad  Town  comes  out  of  use.  The  main  supply  supplies  the  lower  reaches  of  Broad 
Town  and  the  scheme  mentioned  as  reaching  completion  is  supplied  from  mains  from 
Broad  Hinton  village.  Parts  of  Clyffe  Pypard  parish  are  supplied  from  the  Clyffe 
Pypard  heading. 

Water  Sampling 

Number  of  water  samples  taken 

Public  supplies  1 1 

Private  supplies  JZ 

28 


RqsuI t s of  Water  Analyses 


Water  Supply  Services  Serving  the  Rural  District  of 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

• Bacteriological  Analyses  Made  in  197*1 


s 

o u r c e 

Latton 

Ashton 

e.f? 

Broad  Town 

Clyffe  Pypard 

Raw 

Final 

i'inal 

Final 

Final 

Total  number  of 

Samples 

51 

50 

'■“1^  ’ 

48 

Samples  in  which 
Coliforms  were 
absent  in  100  ml. 

No. 

^9 

50 

50 

^9 

46 

Percentage : 

96% 

100% 

100% 

98% 

96% 

Samples'  in  which 

E.  Coli  Type  1 v/ere 
absent  in  100  ml. 

No. 

50 

50 

50  - 

50 

48 

1 Percentage : 

98% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N.B.  At  Ashton  Keynes,  Broad  Town  and  Clyffe  Pypard  the  Chlorination  arrangements 
aire  such  that  raw  water  samples  could  not  be  taken. 
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Houses  supplies  from  Public  Water  Mains 


Parish 

Houses  and  Flats 
with  water  supplied 
indoors 

— 

Houses  and  Flats 
with  water 

from  taps  on  property 
but  outdoors 

Houses  and  Flats 
supplied  from 
standpipe  outside 
curtilage 

Ashton  Keynes 

352 

3 

Braydon 

25 

>• 

Broad  Tovm 

159 

1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

95 

2 

Cricklade 

912 

mm 

Latton 

127 

Leigh 

107 

Lydiard  Millicent 

16 

1 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

149 

- 

Lyneham 

1,265 

11 

Marston  Meysey 

57  ‘ ’ 

Pu3rbon 

1,263 

4 

•• 

Tockenham 

8l 

Wootton  Bassett 

2,409 

6 

- 

TOTi^LS 

7,41 6 
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Houses  supplied  from  Private  Water  Mains 


Parish 

Houses  and  Flats 
with  water  supplied 
indoors 

Houses  and  Flats 
with  water 

from  taps  on  property 
but  outdoors 

Houses  and  Flats 
supplied  from 
standpipes  outside 
curtilage 

Broad  Town 

1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

19 

- 

- 

latton 

8 

- 

- 

lydiard  Tregoze 

15 

- 

- 

L;:/ri6hara 

- 

1 

- 

ferston  Meysey 

13 

- 

~ 

TOTALS 

56 

1 

- 

Total  Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Water  Mains 


Public  Mains 

" ^ Private  Mains 

Public  & Private 
Mains 

Into  Premises 

7,416 

56 

7,472 

Onto  Premises  by 
outside  tap 

43 

1 

44 

Standpipes  outside 
curtilage 

1 

- 

mm 

Percentage  of  Houses  and  Flats  supplied  from  Water  Mains 


Public  Water  Mains 

Private  Water  Mains 

Total  houses  on 
Mains  of  all  types 

Into  Premises 

98,CP/o 

0,73% 

98.7% 

Onto  Premises  by 
outside  tap 

0.56% 

0.0^% 

0.38% 

Standpipes  outside 
curtilage 

0.015^ 

■ 

- 

- 
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HoTAses  supplies  fsrom  Private  Wells,  Streama  and  Springs 


Parish 

Well 

I Well 
with 
Pump 

From  Well 
into 

House 

Stream 

Spring 

Ashton  Keynes 

3 

4 

5 

- 

Broad  Town 

1 

- 

4 

4 

1 

Clyffe  Pypard 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cricklade 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Latton 

1 

- 

• 

• 

Lydiard  Millicent 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lydiard  Tregoze 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Lyneham 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

Marston  Meysey 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Purton 

4 

2 

1 

- 

Wootton  Bassett 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

13 

8 

19 

4 

2 

No«  of  visits  re  Water  Supplies  ••  Public  - 22  Private  - ^3 


THE  PREVEMIIQN  OF  DAMilGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

There  was  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  infested  properties  notified  or 
discovered  during  the  year  but  the  percentage  of  incidence  on  the  total  number 
of  premises  inspected  fell  only  very  slightly.  However,  it  is  pleasant  to  report 
that  no  poison  resistance  was  discovered  and  in  this  way  still  consider  ourselves 
fortunate.  It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a good  depth  of  inspection  on  rodent 
control  work  in  this  district  and  the  number  of  major  infestations  now  discovered 
are  very  few  and  far  between. 

The  Pest  Control  Officer  in  addition  to  the  rodent  control  work  carried  out 
the  major  proportion  of  the  insect  disinfestation  and  fly  control  and  did  in  fact 
all  the  feral  pigeon  control  work,  which  I am  pleased  to  say  has  now  reduced  this 
problem  to  an  absolute  minimum. 

The  method  of  tackling  the  task  remains  the  same  dealing  with  all  notified 
complaints  and  continuing  coverage  of  the  district  by  planned  survey  throughout 
the  year,  but  conversations  were  going  on  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a view  to 
arranging  with  the  Ministry  a block  baiting  scheme  covering  the  south  of  the 
district  and  concentrating  on  every  agricultural  holding  in  such  an  area  over  a 
month’s  intensive  campaign,  and  we  look  forward  with  interest  to  this  experiment. 


A record  of  the  years  work  on  rodent  control  is  set  out  hereunder. 


Type  of  Property 

Total 

Local 

Dwelling 

Business 

Agri- 

Authority 

Houses 

Premises 

cultural 

No,  of  properties  inspected 

(a)  after  notification 

- 

134 

21 

16 

191 

(b)  survey 

(c)  otherwise  (e,g.  when 

164 

687 

94 

226 

1,171 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

208 

192 

393 

32 

825 

Total  premises  inspected 

372 

1,033 

508 

274 

2,187 

No,  of  properties  infested 
by  - rats 

10 

170 

18 

28 

226 

- mice 

- 

85 

11 

1 

97 

% of  the  properties  inspected 

which  were  infested 

- rats 

2.6% 

16,4% 

3.5% 

10.2% 

10.3% 

- mice 

- 

8.2?^ 

2,1% 

0.4% 

4.2% 

No,  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

10 

255 

29 

19 

323 

Total  number  of  treatments 
(including  re-treatments  of 
the  same  properties)  carried 
out  during  the  year 

11 

265 

29 

29 

334 

Total  number  of  visits  to  individual  properties  on  treatment  and 

survey  ,.  3,336 

kk 


LITTER  ACT  1958 


The  scheme  which  has  been  operating  for  over  four  years  whereby  bulky  items 
of  unwanted  materials  and  rubbish  are  removed  from  households  other  than  on  normal 
house  refuse  collection  by  special  arrangement  with  the  occupiers  at  no  charge  to 
them  continues.  This  additional  service  is  given  aa  the  Council's  main  attack 
against  illegal  dumping  in  ditches,  hedgerows  and  open  land  and  the  fact  that  we 
have  a stand-by  vehicle  in  the  refuse  vehicle  pool  makes  this  possible.  This 
vehicle  is  also  used  several  times  a year  to  cleair  up  ditches  and  land  littered 
by  'fly'  dipping.  With  this  service  and  the  good  supply  of  litter  bine  all  over 
the  district  the  area  is  kept  in  a fair  condition  from  this  respect,  but  where  the 
County  Council  still  use  a man  for  hand  road  sweeping  it  is  abundantly  clear  that 
this  old  method  still  provides  the  best  answer  for  keeping  busy  shopping  streets 
in  a clean  condition.  With  all  this  the  officers  are  still  dismayed  by  the 
wanton  damage  created  by  vandals  who  seem  to  delight  in  attacking  any  new 
receptacle  that  is  placed  out  by  the  Local  Authority  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the 
problem.  On©  could  have  hoped  that  by  now  these  acts  would  have  fallen  out  of 
fashion,  but  at  times  I get  the  impression  that  the  opposite  is  the  case  and  the 
position  gets  worse.  There  seems  to  be  no  way  in  which  the  Local  Authority  can 
get  over  to  this  type  of  mind  the  fact  that  these  provisions  towards  a cleaner 
environment  are  provided  for  the  benefit  of  all  including  themselves. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  196?  & THE  REMOVAL  & DISPOSAL  OF  VEHICLES  REGULATIONS  1968 

Since  the  Act  t'\e  work  under  this  Act  and  Regulations  has  been  the  responsibility 
of  the  depart ’"crat  and  a quarterly  report  on  the  action  is  made  to  tiio  Plans  and 
Development  Committee.  The  vehicle  pouna  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  tip  is 
now  coming  into  use  when  vehicles  abandoned  on  the  section  of  the  M4  motorway 
going  through  this  district  after  being  in  the  motorway  pound  for  a short  period 
and  then  not  being  claimed,  are  moved  into  our  pound  for  eventual  disposal. 

All  other  vehicles  dealt  with  on  public  verges  or  indeed  in  private  land  where 
agreement  to  remove  has  been  reached  are  still  dealt  with  free  of  charge  by 
agreement  made  with  local  scrap  dealers  in  the  district.  This  work  commenced 
late  in  19^5  before  the  Act  and  Regulations  and  since  that  date  358  vehicles  have 
been  removed  6?  of  these  in  1971.  As  I have  mentioned  in  previous  reports  these 
figures  speak  for  themselves  in  that  one  can  imagine  how  the  problem  would  have 
grown  without  this  control  work  having  been  carried  out. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  visits  required  to  carry  out  this  work 
continues  to  grow. 

Number  of  visits  re  abandoned  vehicles  ..  319 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  R/lILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


A notation  of  all  defects  or  omissions  discovered  on  general  inspections 
since  this  wcark  was  commenced  in  1964  is  set  out  in  classifications  and  gives  a 
useful  guide  to  matters  which  have  been  the  subject  of  informal  notices. 


Subject 


No.  of  Premises  Affected 


1.  Mess  Rooms  or  Clothing  Cupboards  30 

2.  Thermometers  required  77 

3.  Insufficient  light  16 

4.  Insufficient  ventilation  5^ 

3.  Machines  30 

6,  Abstract  missing  57 

7.  Sanitary  conveniences  37 

8*  Space  9 

9.  First  aid  boxes  75 

10.  Defective  staircases,  floors  and  passages  30 

11.  Inadequate  washing  facilities  39 

12.  No  drinking  water  facilities  8 

13.  Repairs  and  decorations  63 


One  accident  was  reported  during  1971  &nd  an  inspector  from  this  department 
made  the  necessary  enquiries. 


45 


PETROLEUM  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

There  was  t change  in  amounts  of  petroleum  stored  during  the  year.  3 
changes  of  ownership  took  place  during  197'!  • 


Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  ••  62 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  and  cellulose  ••  ..  2 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  and  carbide  • . • • 1 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  store  cellulose  ••  ••  1 
Number  of  licences  issued , to  store  carbide  ••  ••••  ••  0 
Number  of  inspections  of  installations  and  storeplaces  ••  ••  61 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 
Number  of  applicants  registered  at  the  ejid  of  the  year:- 


Dealers  with  a store  in  the  district  ••••  ••  ••  ••  9 

Dealers  residing  in  this  district  but  n''o  using  a store  ••  o,  10 

Travellers  no  fixed  ab;- ’e  and  i,,.  '■  ,v.  :.ling  metal  v'lv 

passing  thiL  „;gh  .in.-  iiot/i-ict  • • • • » • 1 

Local  Authority  «•  ••••  ••  ••  •*  ••  ••  1 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  in  connection  with  the  Act  ••  ••  5^ 


All* registrations  as  they  occur  are  notified  to  the  Chief  Constable  of 
the  County. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1956 

Since  the  original  survey  under  the  Act  there  have  been  no  ccraplaints,  but 
advice  is  given  when  plans  are  deposited  d.f  it  appears  that  there  will  be  any 
problem* 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  3 establishments  were  registered.  All  premises  have 
been  maintained  satisfactorily  during  the  year* 

MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS  ... 

of  economy,  on  mileage,  the  department  makes  calls  for 
from  time  to  time,  and.  there  ^e  always  a few  messages  to 
inspection  reveal  that  the  matters  are  not  the  concern 


In  the  interest 
internal  departments 
the  office,  which  on 
of  the  department* 
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TABULAR  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


by  Pests  Act 


Premises  Act 


Water  Supplies  - Public 

- Private 

Drainage  • • • 

Piggeries  • • • 

Cesspool  Qnptying 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Factories  • • . 

Bakehouses  • • • 

Licensed  Premises 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Prevention  of  Damage 
Feral  Pigeons  ••• 

Clean  Air  Act  ••• 

Schools  • • • • • • 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Nuisances  • • • 

Waste  Foods  Order 
Salvage  • • • ... 

Abandoned  Vehicles 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
River  Pollution 
Dealers  in  Old  Metals 
Litter  Bins  ... 

Housing  - Public  Health  Act 

- Housing  Act  ••• 

- Verminous  Premises 

- Rent  Act  • • . » = 

- Council  Houses 
Council  Houses  - re  complaints 

- re  applications 

- other  visits 

- grouped  accommodation 

C ounc il  garage  s • • • 

Infectious  Diseases  • . • 

Dysentery  

Meat  Inspection  - Slaughterhouses 

- Shops  & Other  Premise 
Imported  Food  Regulations  .1 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  - 
Butchers  • • • 

Clubs  • • • 

Canteens  • • • 

Childrens  Homes 
Confectioners 
Cooking  Depot 
Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 
Food  Preparing  Premises 

Grocers  

Greengrocers  • • • 

Ice  Cream  Premises 
Cafes  • • • • • • 

School  Kitchens 
Licensed  Premises 
Mobile  Shops  & Stalls 
Parish  Halls 
Public  Conveniences  • • • 

Dairies  Inspections  . • • 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 
Food  and  Drugs  Visits 
Sampling  - Milk  ••• 

- Bottle  Rinses 

- Caustic  Solutions 

- Ice  Cream 

- Food  and  Drugs 

- Food  Poisoning 

- Visits  to  Laboratory 

Petrolevim  Act 

Flooding  


surveillance 


* 


22 

43 

260 

32 

51 

115 

56 

39 

71 
587 
278 

3,336 

13 

86 

8 

87 

119 

10 

72 
319 

1,217 

10 

54 

50 

23 
471 
270 

1 

275 

79 

723 

596 

777 

266 

15 

7 

1,282 

12 

12 

118 

4 

2 

1 

24 
1 

15 

12 

63 

11 

20 

32 
6 

24 

34 

3 

7 

23 

45 

50 

173 

10 

6 

19 

20 
58 
78 
61 

33 


47 


12,697 


